). The data collected by each experiment currently reside with the associated principal investigators. Summaries of what data were collected exist, but there is no central database and no easy public access to the data. Because these experiments occurred during strikingly different conditions and since they resulted in the two most comprehensive observations of nearshore dynamics ever collected, the data have great potential for fundamentally advancing nearshore science with direct application to Navy and US Army Corps of Engineers modeling efforts.
By agreement it was resolved that experimenters' data would become publicly available three years after the completion of each experiment (1998 for DUCK94; 2001 for SandyDuck). The purpose of this project is to begin a multi-year effort to make these data available online and in useful formats.
APPROACH
The DUCK94/SandyDuck data include a wide variety of data types stored by the individual investigators in many different formats on a network of widely distributed computers and media. Some data sets are of wide general interest, many are not. Some of the data will be thoroughly described and quality controlled, much will not be. As the data are used in more and more research projects it will continue to be refined and better understood. Because of these considerations, we have adopted and adapted a UNIX/web based data management system originally developed for the Joint Global Ocean Flux Study (JGOFS). It has several features that make it desirable to this application. These are:
The data server already exists, is freely available, customizable, and easy to administer. It is web based and easy for unfamiliar users to navigate, includes documentation pages, screen display and plotting, data searches, and links to ftp site files for direct downloading.
Data can reside on the original investigator's computer system so users always access the most recent version, or it can be moved to a central server.
Data can remain in its original format and be translated and delivered to each user when requested, or it can be translated once.
The JGOFS server software does have limitations. Because of Internet security concerns, it is no longer practical to expect each investigator to maintain a web server to allow access to their data. Consequently we are adapting the system to use a single server for the data. While this negates one of the original attractions, that users would always access the most recent version of the data, we expect DUCK94 data to be well analyzed and to require little if any future editing. Moving most of the data to a common server insures that the data remain online, even as interest by the collecting investigators wanes. We have also decided to translate the original data to a common format. Translated files are columnar ASCII files which are MATLAB and spreadsheet compatible, making them easy to use by most users. This also allows us to standardize the format of similar data collected by different investigators (mean current statistics, wave height measurements, etc. 
